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Sharing
the Vision.
Protecting

the Futu� .

AOC Sustaining Business Members
Support those who support you by patronizing AOC’s Business Members!

INTERIOR
Alcan Builders, Inc.
Jeff  Alling
PO Box 70752
Fairbanks, AK 99707 456-1383

Dr. John P. Bast, DDS
570 University Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-2206
jbast@acsalaska.net

Dr. Robert J. Veazie, DDS
807 College Road
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4288

Frontier Outfi tters
Mike Lund
250 3rd Street, #6
Fairbanks, AK 99701 452-4774

Gundersen Painting Inc.
Gary & Deborah Gundersen
758 Old Richardson Hwy
Fairbanks, AK 99701 456-8287
Taping, texture, painting, vinyl wall coverings, special coatings. 
Commercial-Industrial-Residential

Jantz Associates
Merle Jantz
1648 Cushman Street, Suite 200
Fairbanks, AK 99701 451-9353

Mike’s Electrical Maintenance
Mike Potter
PO Box 80293
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3523
mpotter@alaska.net 
Industrial and commercial electrical maintenance, specializing in 
industrial controls.

Pacifi c Rim Geological Consulting, Inc.
Tom Bundtzen
PO Box 81906
Fairbanks, AK 99708 458-8951
bundtzen@mosquitonet.com 
www.pacrimgeol.com
Active in geological consulting in Alaska, Northwest Canada and 
Eastern Russia.

Portwine Plumbing and Heating
Dan & Joanne Portwine
1500 Alaska Way
Fairbanks, AK 99709 479-3046
baja@gci.net
Serving the Interior since 1974.

Silver Fox Roadhouse
Dan & Eva Splain
HC 62, Box 5740
Delta Junction, AK 99737 895-4157
silverfx@wildak.net
www.wildak.net

Splash’n Dash Carwash
Jerry Timmons
Westside at University and Airport
1295 University Avenue
Eastside at 720 Old Steese
Fairbanks, AK 99701 474-8585
Carwash from basic wash to the best polishers and sealers.  
Aff ordable interior cleaning with Express Detail.

Sportsman’s Warehouse
Doug Mason, General Manager
423 Merhar Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99701 374-8800

Valley Landscaping
Dave Stutz
PO Box 82703
Fairbanks, AK 99708 455-6332
dave.stutz@alaska.com

WRAM
Patrick Valkenburg
3680 NON Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 479-5588
patv@eagle.ptialaska.net

SOUTHCENTRAL
Alaska Range Outdoor Gear, LLC
Ron McAlpin
PO Box 809
Soldotna, AK 99669 235-3736
sales@AkRange.com
www.AkRange.com
Provides packs and gear functional for the extreme
conditions of the outdoor world.

Alaska Remote Guide Service
Wayne & Marilyn Kubat
PO Box 874867
Wasilla, AK 99687 376-9568
args@mtaonline.net
www.alaskaremote.com
Moose calling & hunting instructional videos, also “Bull Magnets” 
– durable fi ve function moose calling megaphones.

Alaska Riversports, Inc.
James Hastings
860 North Plymouth Circle
Wasilla, AK 99654 982-2183
jhmhn3@mtaonline.net

Alaska Sausage Company
Martin Eckman
2914 Arctic Boulevard
PO Box 92157
Anchorage, AK 99509 562-3636
aks@alaska.net
www.alaskasausage.com
Custom fi sh and game processing. Retail-wholesale-gift packages.

Alaska Vision Clinic
Bret Miknich, OD
2702 Gambell Street, Suite 102
Anchorage, AK 99503 272-7211

B-J’s Services, Inc.
Robert Jenski
932 South Colony Way
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3050
www.b-jservices.com
Complete automotive repair and diagnostics.  Retail sales of 
fi rearms and ammunition.

Benjamin I. Whipple, Attorney At Law
481 W Arctic Avenue
Palmer, AK 99645 745-1776
Adoptions and personal injury.

Captain Pete’s Alaskan Experience
Pete or Debra Wedin
PO Box 3353
Homer, AK 99603 235-2911
pete@captpete.com
www.captpete.com
Attitude makes the diff erence.

Century Dental Center
Dr. Patrick Dorman, DDS
3501 Denali Street, Suite 302
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-2475

Deshka Landing Outdoor Assoc., LLC
Steve
PO Box 155
1000 Deshka Landing Road
Willow, AK 99688 354-3374

Dr. Phillip L. Locker Jr., DDS
3401 Denali Street, Suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99503 561-8573
p.locker@alaska.com

Dr. Robert Bundtzen, MD
4120 Laurel, #204
Anchorage, AK 99508 561-4362
bundtzen@alaska.com

Dr. Roland E. Grower, MD
2841 DeBarr Road, Suite 41
Anchorage, AK 99508 279-3564

Emerald Pines Lodge
Steve Novakovich
PO Box 3087
Homer, AK 99603 235-6204
www.emeraldpineslodge.com

Fishtale River Guides
Andy Couch
PO Box 155
Palmer, AK 99645 376-3687
fi shing@fi sh4salmon.com
www.fi sh4salmon.com
Mat-Su king and silver salmon charters.

GES, Inc.
T.J. Northcott
PO Box 795
Kenai, AK 99611 398-1194
gesi@gci.net
On-site remediation of oilfi eld drilling & production,
liquids & solids; dry well injection of solids & fl uids.

Holliday Aircraft Services
Terry & Sue Holliday
PO Box 670109
Chugiak, AK 99567 688-4337
holliday@mtaonline.net
www.hollidayair.com

Palmer Machinery Company
Monte Goodrich
1226 S Chugach Street
Palmer, AK 99645 745-3520
Machine work, heavy equipment repair, aircraft tube and sheet, 
steel, welding gasses and supplies.

Prospector Outfi tters, Inc.
Joe Prax
PO Box 1090
141 Galena Street
Valdez, AK 99686 835-3858
iprax@alaska.net
www.prospectoroutfi tters.com

Team CC
491 South Willow Street
Wasilla, AK 99654 357-3200
13140 Iris Way
Eagle River, AK 99577 694-3200
info@teamcc.com
www.teamcc.com

True North Adventures
Jim Hamilton
PO Box 3082
Kodiak, AK 99615 486-5188
jimhkodiak@gci.net
www.truenorthfi shing.com

AOC Member Clubs
ABATE of Alaska Anchorage
ABATE of Chugiak Chugiak
AIM-COMM Fairbanks
Alaska 2nd Amendment Coalition Fairbanks
Alaska ATV Club Anchorage
Alaska Backcountry Adventure Tours Palmer
Alaska Boating Association Anchorage
Alaska Charter Association Homer
Alaska Frontier Trappers Association Palmer
Alaska Gun Collectors Association Anchorage
Alaska Outdoor Access Alliance Palmer
Alaska Rifl e Club Anchorage
Alaska State Snowmobile Association Anchorage
Alaska Waterfowl Association Anchorage
Alaskan Bowhunters Association, Inc. Wasilla
Anchorage Snowmobile Club, Inc. Anchorage
Chitina Dipnetters Fairbanks
Clear Sky Sportsmen’s Club Nenana
Cook Inlet Archers Anchorage
Cook Inlet Sportfi shing Caucus Willow
Fairbanks Retriever Club Fairbanks
Fairbanks Snow Travelers Association Fairbanks
FNAWS/Alaska Chapter Anchorage
Golden North Archery Assoc. Fairbanks

Houston Chamber of Commerce Houston
Interior Airboaters Association Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Gun Dog Association Fairbanks
Interior Alaska Trail Riders Association Fairbanks
Juneau Alaska Billfi sh Association Juneau
Juneau Gun Club Juneau
Juneau Rifl e and Pistol Club Juneau
Matanuska Valley Sportsmen, Inc. Palmer
Mat-Su Motor Mushers Wasilla
McKinley Mountainmen Muzzle Loading Rifl e Club Eagle River
Personal Watercraft Club of Alaska Anchorage
Ruff ed Grouse Society, Interior Alaska Chapter Fairbanks
Ruff ed Grouse Society/SC AK Chapter Palmer
Safari Club International, Kenai Chapter Soldotna
Safari Club International/AK Chapter Eagle River
Sitka Charter Boat Operators Association Sitka
Sitka Sportsman’s Association Sitka
Slana Alaskans Unite Slana
South Peninsula Sportsman Association Homer
Tanana Valley Rifl e & Pistol Club Fairbanks
Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association Fairbanks
Territorial Sportsmen, Inc. Juneau
Tok Shooters Association Tok
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Time Flies When You’re Having Fun
I guess I’ve had a ball because suddenly 

it’s nearly the New Year.  What was I 
doing a year ago?  Oh, yes—Governor 
Palin’s Fish & Game Transition Team.  
I was honored to serve on that team as 
co-chair along with Ken Johns.  � e 21 
member team came from all over the 
state and the majority of resource user 
interests. � e collective knowledge was 
impressive.

� e Team’s charge was to identify the most important fi sh and 
game management issues and recommend actions to make things 
better.  Our working timeframe was short; the list was long and the 
people were scattered and busy.  But we got done and reported to 
Governor Palin on Dec. 19, 2006.  � e Governor had a long day 
listening to Teams from every state department.

Our Team agreed that 8 out of 29 identifi ed issues were of 
mutual interest and concern across the spectrum of users.  Even 8 
are too many to cover here so I’ll pick and choose among those and 
others that were, and are, of most concern to AOC.

Funding level for ADF&G:  � e team was concerned that 
funding was inadequate for the last 10 years to maintain the 
high quality of science-based professional management needed.  
Subsequently the Legislature did provide funding for key predator-
prey management programs and for important salmon fi sheries 
research in northern Cook Inlet, among many other needed 
programs, and the Governor approved the funding.  

Board of Fisheries and Game member confl ict of interest:  
Commercial fi sheries Team members believed the confl ict of 
interest prohibition on Fisheries Board members was too strict and 
excluded some of the most knowledgeable people from serving on 
the Board.  While all team members agreed that it was an important 
issue, some felt some restrictions were appropriate.  � e Game Board 
did not seem to have a similar problem.  � e Legislature is taking up 
the issue in HB15 which would somewhat relax the restrictions on 
Board of Fisheries participation.  HB15 is currently in House Rules 
Committee and will probably be considered this coming session. AOC 
has generally favored minimizing potential confl ict of interest situations 
on the Boards.

Dual Management with Federal Subsistence Board:  State and 
Federal laws relating to management and allocation of resources 
diff er considerably.  Where and how each applies has been a source of 
confusion and confl ict for years.  � e Federal Subsistence Board has 
contributed substantially to the problems aff ecting sound management 
and rational allocations by playing fast and loose with its responsibilities 
and authorities.  � is has negatively aff ected both rural and urban 
resource users as well as state management of fi sh and game.  “Part B” 
of the issue suggested looking into ways to replace “dual management” 
with a State managed program.� e underlying cause of this dilemma is 
Title VIII of ANILCA which not only unfairly discriminates but is poor 
conservation law. 

Reinstatement of Fish & Wildlife Protection as a Division:  AOC 
objected to the elimination of the Protection Division and the resulting 
loss of fi sh and game enforcement eff ort.  � e Boards of Fisheries and 
Game heard that complaint all over the state.  � eir study of the issue 
confi rmed the problem.  AOC and others had lobbied for return of 
eff ective fi sh and game enforcement all through the political campaigns.  
� e Governor promised if elected, to fi x it, and she did, almost before 
the “ink was dry” on the Transition Team Report.

Return of Habitat Permitting Functions to ADF&G:  � e 
Transition Team unanimously supported this recommendation.  AOC 
had opposed the transfer of Habitat Division function and related 
measures from ADF&G to Department of Natural Resources (DNR) by 
the Murkowski Administration.  � e Palin Administration is examining 
the “pros and cons” of how the system is currently working.  AOC is 
waiting to see the analysis which should be out soon.  AOC’s main 
concern remains the appropriate maintenance of Alaska’s high quality 
fi sh and game habitat.  

Salary Studies / Retention (of Professional Staff ):  � is is the “brain-
drain” issue.  ADF&G’s 

President’s Message
By Dick Bishop, AOC President

AOC/AFWCF Board of Directors:
President: Richard H. Bishop
1555 Gus’s Grind, Fairbanks, AK 99709
1st Vice-President, Interior: Patrick Valkenburg
3680 Non Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709
2nd Vice-President, Southcentral: Todd Clark 
10721 Flagship Circle, Anchorage, AK 99515
3rd Vice-President, Southeast: Foy Nevers
2618 Halibut Point Road, Sitka, AK 99885
Secretary/Treasurer: Patrick Valkenburg
At Large: Bruce Knowles
PO Box 457, Willow, AK 99688
At Large: Dennis LaRoche
PO Box 376, Sterling, AK 99672
At Large: Wayne Nicolls
1804 Mark Alan Street, Juneau, AK 99801
Additional AFWCF Board Directors:
Chair: Vacant
Vice Chair: Byron Haley, 1002 Pioneer Road, Fairbanks, AK 99701
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1/2 Page (7.5x5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $275
Full Page/Corporate Sponsor  . . . . . . . . . . $480
Rates based on camera ready copy. Scanners available. Electronic copy 
in .pdf, .jpg., or .tiff preferred. Send ad to Rod at aoc@alaska.net with 
size designation. 10% discount for AOC Members, 10% discount for ad 
package. Send payment to AOC, POB 73902, Fairbanks, AK 99707. Contact 
(907) 376-2913. 
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Member of Alaska Charter Association

Thanks to the ongoing efforts of the Defenders 
of Wildlife and their friends Alaskan voters next 
summer will have to again choose whether using 
aerial shooting to manage predator and prey numbers 
is an acceptable practice.  “Ballot Box Biology” is on 
the table again.  Recent statewide polls suggest that 
most Alaskan voters have already chosen which side 

of the debate they favor.  Less than five percent of those polled had no 
opinion regarding aerial predator management. 

So what are people making their decision on when they choose to 
vote on an initiative to ban the practice of aerial shooting to reduce 
predation?  Either they are Alaskans who actually understand the 
effectiveness of aerial predator reduction, or they believe what critics 
of aerial predator control are telling them about the practice. 

In an attempt to sway voter opinion anti-game management 
advocacy groups continually cry “aerial predator reduction is unethical, 
unsportsman like, and not fair chase hunting” in all their media blitzes.   
Pro-game management organizations maintain that aerial predator 
reduction in many cases is by far the most effective tool for increasing 
the survival rates of depressed populations of moose, caribou, and Dall 
sheep in Alaska.  It doesn’t have anything to do with sport hunting, 
“fair chase” or hunters’ ethics.  Those are not valid criteria by which to 
judge management of predator/prey systems.

Most environmental organizations question the practice of 
managing wildlife for human consumptive use.  Instead they say “let 
nature balance itself ”.   They contend that it is just fine if all wildlife 
populations remain at low levels indefinitely.  Pro-consumptive use 
advocates say “wildlife is a renewable resource” that should be managed 
for human use on a sustained yield basis.  

So how do Alaskan voters choose which side of the “wildlife 
management” debate to be on?  Advocates on both sides know perfectly 
well that banning the most effective method for reducing predation 
renders “big game management” just so many words. 

Alaska has been the proving ground for what noted conservation 
speaker Shane Mahoney calls the “North American Model for Wildlife 
Conservation” – which has worked for over 100 years.   This approach 
to conserving wildlife and their habitats is dependent on providing 
continued hunting opportunities.  These opportunities have been 
provided under state laws which provide for game management 
including effective predator/prey management.  History has shown 
that this conservation model works; neither side in this debate can 
deny that fact.   

To support “ballot box biology” undermines what Mahoney 
explained has worked so well for North American conservation.

Predator/prey management allows those Alaskans who choose 
to hunt to continue their practice of being active participants in 
wildlife conservation -- without diminishing the health of the wildlife 
resources.  It is unfortunate that anti-hunting and anti-management 
advocacy groups continue to waste everyone’s time and money battling 
over “which side are we on” in the voter initiative process when we 
should all share the same goal of wildlife conservation. 

Please vote to defeat the latest proposed ban, Ballot Measure 8, 
on aerial predator management during next year’s Primary election.   
Instead of promoting further divisive initiatives let’s work together to 
sustain robust wildlife populations and the habitats upon which they 
depend. ■

Which Side Are You On?
By Rod Arno AOC Executive Director

ability to do the best job for resource management is compromised 
because State pay is not competitive – especially with Federal pay.  � e 
whole Team recognized this problem which AOC has lobbied on for 
some time.  In August ’07 Governor Palin appointed a commission to 
look into ways to address the “brain drain” problem.  

Among the remaining 22 Transition Team issues AOC has weighed 
in on several.  One is enacting the Board of Fisheries Sustainable Salmon 
Management Policy as statute.  So far the bill, HB189, is stuck in the 
House Special Fisheries Committee where commercial fi shing interests 
predominate.  Another issue is adequate sport fi shing representation 
on the North Pacifi c Fisheries Management Council.  � e Governor’s 
recent appointment to a vacancy was not a clear gain for more non-
commercial representation.  

� e Transition Team took a strong stand favoring eff ective predator 
management, an issue AOC has supported.  � e Legislature in 2007 
adequately funded predator management programs and a predator 
management education program in recognition that most of the 
public is either uninformed or is being misinformed by management 
opponents.  Governor Palin has publicly expressed strong support 
for predator management where needed and sharp criticism of a 
Congressional proposal to eliminate aerial shooting of wolves as a 
predator management tool.

Overall, the AOC issues addressed by the ADF&G Transition Team 
are faring well, especially considering the high-profi le oil and gas issues 
which preoccupied the Administration and Legislature.  However, 
the chronic diffi  culties in fi sh and game management and allocation 
associated with the Federal Subsistence Board and its programs continue 
-- and need continued aggressive attention. In addition, the State is 
being falsely accused of being hostile to subsistence interests by some 
proponents of the federal rural subsistence priority. 

In spite of all this “fun”, we did get out and do our customary and 
traditional moose and duck hunting.  We were lucky enough to fi nd a 
few ducks, grouse, and a nice moose to share with family and friends.  
With our fi sh and garden harvest the freezer is quite full. And there’s 
plenty of fi rewood. We give thanks. ■

continued on page 3
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Commercial fi shing boats working the icy waters of Prince William Sound. Photo courtesy of Shutterstock.com

Fishing rights in Alaska is an age - old issue that has 
shaped Alaskan politics for the last century. � e answer 
to what  the legal rights in fi sh allocation are still isn’t 
clear. In February the question will take center stage 
once again in Anchorage as the Board of Fisheries 
(Board) tackles proposals for Upper Cook Inlet dealing 
with salmon conservation and allocation.

� e Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
(ADFG) estimated the 2007 statewide salmon harvest 
of 212 million, which made it the 4th largest catch 
ever. It was valued at $374 million. � ere is no formal 
estimate for what the values of subsistence, personal 
use, and sport caught fi sh were for 2007. � e latest 
estimated value of just “sport fi shing” reported in 
the Economics of Sport Fishing in Alaska, prepared 
for ADF&G by the Institute of Social and Research 
(ISER) gave a total economic value of $736 million 
for 1993. 

� e point is when the Board adopts regulations, 
to achieve fi sheries utilization consistent with the 
maximum possible benefi t to Alaskans, billions of 
dollars are at stake. Current statutes (AS 16.05-.010) 
require that the Board takes not only biological but 
socio-economic factors into account when deliberating 
on all proposals regulating who gets to fi sh and  how 
much of the total allowable harvest is allocated to the 
various kinds of fi shing..

Alaska’s Constitution, (Article VIII, Natural 
Resources) gives clear instructions regarding the 
management of fi sh. � e State manages and allocates 
fi sheries to meet the biological, economic, and social 
objectives outlined in the Constitution and in statute. 
Should the Board deviate from the constitutional 
intent regarding fi sheries management the State Courts 
are quick to point out their transgressions. Court cases 

Schedule of
upcoming events:
January 26, 5:00pm Eagle River

AOAA Annual Meeting Potluck
Eagle River Lions Club

January 30, 5:00pm Wasilla, Soldotna
BOF Public Meetings on Upper Cook Inlet
Finfi sh Proposals

1) Lake Lucille Best Western
2) Soldotna Sports Center

February 7-10 Anchorage
AOC Annual Meeting
Millennium Hotel Anchorage

February 21 Juneau
NRA-AOC Joint Legislative 
Reception

February 22 Juneau
AOC Banquet & Fundraiser

April 3-8, Anchorage
Great Alaska Sportsman Show
Sullivan Arena

AOC Offi ces:
Main Offi ce:
P.O. Box 73902
Fairbanks, AK 99707
ph 455-4262 • fax 455-6447
aoc@alaska.net

Wasilla Offi ce:
P.O. Box 87-1069
Wasilla, AK 99687
fax 376-7197

Juneau Offi ce:
Assembly Bldg. 211-4th St.
Suite 302A
Juneau, AK 99801

AOC Staff:
Executive Director:
Rod Arno
ph 376-2913

Administrator:
Jeff Mills
jeffmillsaoc@gmail.com

Bookkeeper:
Barbara Koneczny
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